A  fur-clad  Wampanoag 
Indian  man  smokes  a  pipe 
during  the  hunting  season 
in  the  winter  woodland. 


Hobbamock’s  (Wampanoag  Indian)  Homesite 

Hobbamock’s  Homesite  represents  the  home  of  Hobba- 
mock,  a  Pokanoket  Indian  who  lived  with  his  wives  and 
household  (of  “above  ten  persons”)  on  Caughtacanteist  or 
Watson’s  Hill,  south  of  Town  Brook  about  where  Massa- 
soit  and  Sagamore  Streets  are  today.  He  was  frequently 
mentioned  in  the  early  accounts  of  Plymouth  Colony,  and 
served  as  the  sachem  Massasoit’s  representative  to  Plym¬ 
outh  as  well  as  acting  as  a  guide,  interpreter  and  advisor 
on  Native  affairs  for  the  colonists.  Although  he  tends  to 
be  overshadowed  in  popular  history  by  the  better-known 
Tisquantum  (Squanto),  Hobbamock  had  a  far  longer  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  colonists  than  his  rival,  who  died  in 
1622.  One  of  Massasoit’s  pnieses  (high  ranking  warriors 
and  counsellors),  Hobbamock  lived  with  the  colonists 
from  1621  until  his  death  sometime  before  1643. 

The  homesite  tells  the  story  of  the  life  and  times  of  the 
most  significant  resident  of  Plymouth  who  did  not  arrive 
on  a  ship,  as  well  as  of  his  family,  their  people  and  the 
greater  Native  community  of  southern  New  England.  The 
re-created  site’s  dominant  structure  is  a  “neesquttow,”  a 
large  bark-covered  house  appropriate  to  Hobbamock’s 
social  status  and  family  size.  The  other  structures,  adjoin¬ 
ing  cornfield,  tobacco  garden,  storage  pits  and  related 
features  show  the  daily  life  of  a  Wampanoag  family  living 
in  close  proximity  to  a  colonial  village.  The  costumed 
Native  Americans  and  uniformed  staff  explain  and  dem¬ 
onstrate  the  history  and  material  culture  of  early  17th- 
century  Wampanoag  society. 
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